Introduction {#Sec1}
============

Topological quantum matter has recently received much attention, because it constitutes an entirely new class of quantum phases and has potential applications ranging from precision measurements to quantum information processing and spintronics^[@CR1]^. These phases are characterized by the absence of symmetry breaking and of a local order parameter and are therefore beyond the conventional classification of phase transitions. Instead, they are characterized by integer topological indices, which are topologically protected and can only change value at a gap closing. An important role is played by the Chern number, which characterizes the topology of filled bands in two-dimensional lattice systems. It captures the winding of the eigenstates and is defined via the integral of the Berry curvature over the first Brillouin zone. A band with non-zero Chern number is topologically non-trivial. When the highest occupied band is non-trivial and completely filled, the state is called a topological insulator. Non-zero Chern numbers are also at the origin of the integer Quantum Hall effect, which arises in two-dimensional systems subject to a strong perpendicular magnetic field, and they are responsible for the perfect quantization of the Hall conductance. Via the bulk-boundary correspondence principle, the Chern number of the bulk bands also dictates the number of chiral conducting edge states, which lie in the band gap and give rise to topologically protected transport.

Ultracold quantum gases are a promising experimental platform to explore these effects. On the one hand, they allow for the realization of topologically nontrivial band structures and artificial gauge fields^[@CR2]--[@CR9]^ and on the other hand typical time scales for dynamical studies are experimentally accessible. Example, paradigmatic topological band models have been realized: the Hofstadter model describing a lattice with a net magnetic flux and the Haldane model on the honeycomb lattice, which contains topologically non-trivial bands even in the absence of a net magnetic flux. Moreover, they offer the perspective of combining these effects with strong interactions (see, e.g., refs. ^[@CR10]--[@CR12]^), which can be tuned independently. In cold atom systems, the Chern number was measured for the Hofstadter model^[@CR13]^ using transport measurements and for the Haldane model using quantized circular dichroism^[@CR14]^.

Here we experimentally investigate a fascinating connection between the topological properties of the ground state and its far-from-equilibrium dynamics following a strong quench from a topologically trivial system that was recently proposed in ref. ^[@CR15]^. The state tomography reveals two kinds of vortices in momentum space: (i) static vortices indicating the Dirac points and (ii) dynamical vortices, which appear and disappear in pairs and trace out a closed contour^[@CR16]^. Whether this contour encloses one of the static vortices or not is a topological index (called linking number), which directly corresponds to the ground-state Chern number of the post-quench Hamiltonian^[@CR15]^ (see Fig. [1](#Fig1){ref-type="fig"}). We experimentally access this topological index for topologically non-trivial systems. Furthermore, using this correspondence we map out the phase diagram of a Floquet-engineered Haldane-type lattice model, characterized by different Chern numbers. This characterization constitutes a direct measurement of Chern numbers in the Haldane model. A similar approach for a spin-orbit coupled band structure was recently demonstrated in ref. ^[@CR17]^. Finally, using the time-resolved state tomography of the time-evolved wave function, we show experimentally that the instantaneous Chern number remains indeed zero during the dynamics.Fig. 1Illustration of the linking number of dynamical vortices. The figure shows the Brillouin zone (hexagon) and trajectories of momentum-space phase vortices. One can define a linking number between the static vortices (straight green line) and the dynamical vortex contour (gray closed line). The linking number is zero in the left panel and one in the right panel, which can be directly mapped to the Chern number of the underlying Hamiltonian (illustrated by the sphere and torus). The initial Hamiltonian is assumed to be topologically trivial throughout the manuscript, which is ensured by starting with a static optical lattice, where time-reversal symmetry is not broken

Results {#Sec2}
=======

Floquet description of the driven hexagonal lattice {#Sec3}
---------------------------------------------------

We start with a hexagonal optical lattice^[@CR18]^ with two sublattices *A* and *B*, which are connected by nearest-neighbor (NN) tunneling matrix elements *J*~*AB*~ and have a potential offset of Δ~*AB*~ (see Fig. [2](#Fig2){ref-type="fig"}). It is described by the bare Hamiltonian$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat n_l$$\end{document}$ denote the annhiliation operator and number operator for a fermion at site *l* and 〈*l*′*l*〉 denotes a pair of nearest-neighboring sites.Fig. 2Experimental realization of topological bands in driven optical lattices. **a** Three laser beams (red arrows) interfere under 120° and form a hexagonal optical lattice. The geometry can be tuned via the polarisation of the lattice beams using two wave plates (gray lines). The lattice can be accelerated along a circular trajectory by modulating the phases of the lattice laser beams. **b** Illustration of the tight-binding model of the bare lattice (left) and the effective Hamiltonian for the driven lattice (right). The renormalized tunnel elements arise from a shaking frequency *ω* and shaking amplitude *α*. The sublattice offset in the effective Hamiltonian can be tuned via the shaking detuning *δ*

Via lattice shaking^[@CR2]--[@CR8],[@CR19]--[@CR25]^ we induce a circular inertial force of angular frequency $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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The notation 〈〈*l*′*l*〉〉~*A*~ corresponds to pairs of next-nearest neighbor (NNN) sites on the A sublattice. In the limit of low driving strength, the expressions for the effective tunnel elements read $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\mathrm{\Delta }}^{{\mathrm{eff}}} = \hbar \delta + 3J_{AB}^2/\hbar \omega$$\end{document}$ (see Fig. [2b](#Fig2){ref-type="fig"}). Note that in contrast to the case without initial sublattice offset^[@CR5],[@CR26],[@CR27]^, we realize the Hamiltonian in a gauge, where the Peierls phases appear at the NN tunneling, which gives rise to a shifted band structure with one of the Dirac points at the Γ point^[@CR8]^. The band structure of the Hamiltonian undergoes topological phase transitions between different lowest band Chern numbers *C* = 0 and *C* = ±1 at the parameters $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hbar \delta \simeq 3J_{AB}^2/\hbar \omega$$\end{document}$. We note that the width of the non-trivial region is broader than in the case without initial offset, because the effective next-nearest neighbor tunnel elements are larger (∝*α*^0^ rather than ∝*α*^2^) (see Methods). By going away from circular shaking to a general shaking phase *ϕ* between *x* and *y* direction, one obtains the phase diagram shown in Fig. [3](#Fig3){ref-type="fig"} resembling that of the Haldane model^[@CR28]^.Fig. 3Topological phase diagram. Calculated Haldane-like phase diagram of the driven hexagonal lattice with regions of different Chern number (parameters: *ω* = 2*π* ⋅ 6410 Hz, *α* = 1.28, the detuning *δ* is varied by changing the initial offset Δ~*AB*~ via the lattice depth). The experiments are performed for circular shaking (along the gray line and also for the gray point in the *C* = −1 area). For the parameters of Δ~*AB*~ and *J*~*AB*~ for the varying lattice depths see Supplementary Fig. [1](#MOESM1){ref-type="media"}

In this two-band model, the Hamiltonian and the time-evolved modes can be visualized on a Bloch sphere for each quasimomentum. The Hamiltonian is diagonal with respect to quasimomentum **k** and can be written in the form$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Here **h** (**k**) plays the role of a magnetic field coupling via the vector of Pauli matrices **σ** to the pseudospin-1/2 degree of freedom, which is spanned by the two sublattice states and represented by a unit vector *ψ*(**k**) on the Bloch sphere. It induces a **k**-dependent precession dynamics with angular velocity $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Time-resolved state tomography {#Sec4}
------------------------------

In order to access the topology of our system, we use a state tomography scheme, which was introduced in ref. ^[@CR29]^ and demonstrated in ref. ^[@CR8]^. Here, we are interested in the dynamics of the state after a quench between two Hamiltonians **h**^i^(**k**) and **h**^f^(**k**) and use a time-resolved state tomography^[@CR16]^, which involves a projection onto a tomography Hamiltonian **h**^t^(**k**), i.e. a double quench protocol, as illustrated in Fig. [4](#Fig4){ref-type="fig"} for the special case **h**^t^ (**k**) = **h**^i^(**k**).Fig. 4Illustration of the time-resolved state tomography. **a** The states of the two-band model can be visualized on a Bloch sphere with the eigenstates of the two bare bands on the poles. (i) We initialize the state of the system in the lower bare band of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ by suddenly switching on the lattice shaking. The state Bloch vectors (black arrow) evolve on the Bloch sphere according to the Floquet Hamiltonian. (iii) We measure the time-evolved state by projecting back onto the bare bands of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{i}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ and following the dynamics. When the time-evolved state Bloch vector *ψ*(**k**, *t*) is at one of the poles, this leads to the absence of dynamics in the tomography and to a vortex in the azimuthal phase profile. **b** Example image of the momentum density *n*(**k**) obtained by time-of-flight expansion for detuning *δ* = −2*π* ⋅ 372 Hz, evolution time *t* = 0.429 ms and tomography time *t* ′ = 104 μs. The hexagon marks the first Brillouin zone. **c** The interference of the *A* and *B* sublattices maps the precession onto an oscillation in the density, from which one obtains the phase *ϕ*(**k**, *t*) and the amplitude sin (*θ* (**k**, *t*)) (compare Eq. ([7](#Equ7){ref-type=""})). The plot shows the oscillation with the respective fit for a selected pixel in the image in **b**, i.e. a single momentum state, and for the evolution time *t* = 0.429 ms (blue) and *t* = 0.624 ms (red) in the Floquet system. While the illustration assumes flat bands for simplicity, where the initial state points to the south pole, the conclusions about the topology remain valid for the dispersive bands used in the experiment

The key idea of the tomography is to observe a precession under the action of the tomography Hamiltonian, which can be observed in time-of-flight measurements. For the state \|*ψ*(**k**)〉 = cos(*θ*(**k**)/2)\|*A*,**k**〉 + sin(*θ*(**k**)/2)*e*^*iϕ*(**k**)^\|*B*,**k**〉 corresponding to the Bloch vector$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{array}{*{20}{l}} {n({\mathbf{k}})} \hfill & = \hfill & {f({\mathbf{k}})|\langle A,{\mathbf{k}}|\psi ({\mathbf{k}})\rangle + \langle B,{\mathbf{k}}|\psi ({\mathbf{k}})\rangle |^2} \hfill \\ {} \hfill & = \hfill & {f({\mathbf{k}})\{ 1 + {\mathrm{sin}}(\theta ({\mathbf{k}})){\mathrm{cos}}(\phi ({\mathbf{k}}))\} ,} \hfill \end{array}$$\end{document}$$where (\|*A*, **k**〉, \|*B*, **k**〉) are the poles of the Bloch sphere and *f*(**k**) is the Fourier transform of the Wannier function. This measurement is nothing but a projection onto the *x*-axis of the Bloch sphere, \|*x*,**k**〉 = (\|*A*,**k**〉 + \|*B*,**k**〉)/2, as can be easily seen by comparing the *x*-component of the Bloch vector with the second expression for the momentum density *n*(**k**).

In all experiments described in the manuscript, we start with a filled lowest band \|*ψ*^i^(**k**)〉 of the initial Hamiltonian describing the bare lattice and quench into the final Hamiltonian describing the shaken lattice, i.e. between the two "magnetic fields" **h**^i^(**k**) and **h**^f^(**k**). After a variable evolution time *t*, we perform state tomography in the basis of the initial lattice by quenching to the tomography Hamiltonian **h**^t^(**k**) = **h**^i^(**k**) and letting the system evolve for a time *t*′. The quenched state precesses around **h**^t^(**k**), with the frequency Δ~*AB*~ given by the band gap of the tomography Hamiltonian. This dynamics gives rise to an oscillatory signal for the momentum distribution$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\begin{array}{*{20}{l}} {n({\mathbf{k}},t\prime ) = f({\mathbf{k}})\{ 1 + {\mathrm{sin}}(\theta ({\mathbf{k}})){\mathrm{cos}}({\mathrm{\Delta }}_{AB}t\prime + \phi ({\mathbf{k}}))\} ,} \hfill \end{array}$$\end{document}$$from which *θ*(**k**) and *ϕ*(**k**) can be extracted (see Fig. [4c](#Fig4){ref-type="fig"}).

The original tomography scheme^[@CR8],[@CR16],[@CR29]^ and the proposal for the linking number ref. ^[@CR15]^ assume that the tomography Hamiltonian **h**^t^(**k**) is diagonal in the sublattice-basis, i.e. corresponds to completely decoupled *A* and *B* sublattices and with flat dispersion relations. In that case, one directly measures the angles *θ*(**k**) and *ϕ*(**k**) defined above and can straight-forwardly obtain the Berry curvature of the lowest band via Eq. ([4](#Equ4){ref-type=""}).

State tomography with dispersive bands {#Sec5}
--------------------------------------

Here, we extend this concept to a state tomography in dispersive bands, i.e. **h**^t^(**k**) being non-diagonal in the sublattice-basis and **k**-dependent. Because both the initial and the tomography Hamiltonian are realized as the same static lattice, this allows us to start with dispersive bands $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$18J_{AB}^2/\hbar \omega \simeq h \cdot 500\,{\mathrm{Hz}}$$\end{document}$, see above), which is easier to access experimentally even in the presence of an external trap. As a central result, we find that the topological properties can be faithfully obtained from the tomography in dispersive bands, as long as the tomography basis is itself topologically trivial, which is always ensured when using the static optical lattice for the tomography. This also demonstrates the topological robustness in our system against distortions. We note that a measurement in the diagonal basis, i.e. corresponding to completely flat bands, is possible via Stern-Gerlach separation when using internal atomic levels as spin instead of the sublattice pseudospin to generate topological structures^[@CR17],[@CR30]^.

While the phase profile is, in general distorted for tomography in non-flat bands, we will show here that the topological information encoded in the vortex trajectories is not altered. Since the linking number of the vortex trajectories can only have discrete quantized values, it is topologically protected and cannot be changed by the distorted phase profile measured in the tomography in dispersive bands. This robustness of topological defects is a general feature and was also used in the related work of ref. ^[@CR9]^. While the effect of dispersive bands of the initial Hamiltonian was discussed in refs. ^[@CR15],[@CR16],[@CR31]^, the effect of dispersive bands of the tomography Hamiltonian was not discussed previously.

As long as the initial state is trivial, the linking number observed after the double-quench protocol reflects the Chern number of the ground state of the final Hamiltonian **h**^f^(**k**). Namely, a trivial dispersive band structure corresponds to a map $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat R(\widehat {\mathbf{n}},\theta ^{\mathrm{t}}({\mathbf{k}}))$$\end{document}$ can stretch, compress, rotate, or shift this patch on the sphere but cannot cut it open. Once we perform this rotation on the Hamiltonians in all three stages, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{i}}({\mathbf{k}}),\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{t}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ (assuming $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{t}}({\mathbf{k}}) = \widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{i}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$), the rest of the discussion follows as described by Wang et al. in ref. ^[@CR15]^.

In this rotated frame, the tomography Hamiltonian $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widetilde {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{t}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ is parallel to the *z*-axis and again we have a precession around the *z*-axis. But now the signal that we measure is the projection on the rotated *x*-axis. As a result, the phase of the measured oscillatory dynamics is not the azimuthal angle of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$|\psi ^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}},t)\rangle = e^{ - i{\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}}) \cdot {\mathbf{\sigma }}t}|\psi ^{\mathrm{i}}({\mathbf{k}})\rangle$$\end{document}$. Nevertheless, the phase distribution possesses vortices whenever $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\psi ^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}},t)||\widehat {\mathbf{e}}_z$$\end{document}$. At **k**-values for which $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\psi ^{\mathrm{i}}({\mathbf{k}})||\widetilde {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$, the initial state Bloch vector cannot precess and when projected onto $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widetilde {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{t}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$, we observe a static singularity in the tomography. On the other hand, at some **k**-value, if the rotated quench Hamiltonian is perpendicular to the initial state Bloch vector $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\psi ^{\mathrm{i}}({\mathbf{k}}) \bot \widetilde {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$, after some precession time *t*, the Bloch vector reaches the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$- \widetilde {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{t}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ direction (effective north pole) and gives rise to a dynamic vortex in the tomography.

Chern number from tomography in dispersive bands {#Sec6}
------------------------------------------------

The state tomography in dispersive, but topologically trivial bands also gives access to the Chern number. It corresponds to a reconstruction of the state in a basis, which is itself non-diagonal in the sublattice-basis and has itself finite Berry curvature. Therefore the relation of the measured angles *θ*(**k**) and *ϕ*(**k**) to the Berry curvature is more involved and would in principle require the knowledge of the dispersive bands, i.e., the rotation matrix $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat R$$\end{document}$. Instead we introduce the distorted Berry curvature by inserting *θ*(**k**) and *ϕ*(**k**) directly in Eq. ([4](#Equ4){ref-type=""}). The integral of the distorted Berry curvature over the full Brillouin zone is quantized, just like the integral over the real Berry curvature, and is equal to the Chern number. This is the case, because the rotation matrix $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat R$$\end{document}$ quantifying the distortion due to **h**^t^(**k**) does not create a monopole as long as the tomography basis is topologically trivial. More precisely, the quantization of the Chern number holds for any pseudospin texture and the rotation does not change the topology, which is still determined by the direction of the pseudospin at the Dirac points, where the rotation matrix is identity. This faithful measurement of topological properties even in the basis of dispersive bands underlines the versatility of the state tomography approach.

Measurement of the instantaneous Chern number {#Sec7}
---------------------------------------------

As a central result, we measure the instantaneous Chern number of the time-evolved state after a quench into a non-trivial Hamiltonian. We obtain the instantaneous distorted Berry curvature from the time-resolved state tomography in dispersive bands shown in Fig. [5](#Fig5){ref-type="fig"}. We find that after the quench the state develops a strong Berry curvature with finer and finer structure, but the extracted Chern number stays very close to zero with \|*C*\| \< 0.02. This confirms the finding that the Chern number, which is dictated by the trivial Hamiltonian before the quench, cannot change under unitary dynamics^[@CR32]--[@CR35]^. Recently it was suggested that, conversely, the Chern--Simons invariant in one-dimensional systems can change during dynamics^[@CR36]^.Fig. 5Instantaneous Berry curvature and instantaneous Chern number. Data from time-resolved state tomography in the dispersive bands showing the azimuthal phase *ϕ* (**a**) and the amplitude sin (*θ*) (**b**) for different evolution times after the quench into a non-trivial system (*δ* = −2*π* ⋅ 372 Hz). From these data, we obtain the instantaneous distorted Berry curvature (**c**) and the instantaneous Chern number of the time-evolved state in units of the inverse squared length of a reciprocal lattice vector **b**. The evolution times are 156, 273, 390, 507, and 663 μs and the Chern numbers are −0.001, −0.008, −0.013, −0.016, −0.015. Although the distorted Berry curvature develops finer structures as a function of time, the instantaneous Chern number stays zero, as enforced by the unitary evolution. The dashed lines separate regions, where the state lies on the southern and northern hemisphere (sketches)

The tomography scheme cannot differentiate between the northern and southern hemisphere of the Bloch sphere, because it gives access to sin (*θ*(**k**)) instead of *θ*(**k**) itself. This could in principle be complemented by adiabatic band mapping measurements^[@CR29]^. Alternatively, one can identify the momenta, where the state points to the equator and changes between two hemispheres, and correct the sign of the Berry curvature correspondingly^[@CR29]^. In Fig. [5](#Fig5){ref-type="fig"}, we identify these momenta and mark them by dashed lines. These momenta are identified via a local maximum of sin (*θ*(**k**)), although due to damping in the system, which originates from Floquet heating, sin (*θ*(**k**)) does not reach one. In the data of the distorted Berry curvature, it is evident, that the curvature cancels to zero separately for each region separated by the dashed lines. Therefore a sign correction is not necessary.

Observation of dynamical vortices {#Sec8}
---------------------------------

While the time-evolved state has an instantaneous Chern number of zero independent of the Chern number of the underlying post-quench Hamiltonian, its dynamics contains information about the topology of the latter via the vortex structure of the phase profile.

In the remainder of the manuscript, we, therefore, focus on the vorticity of the phase profiles of the time-resolved state tomography (see Fig. [6](#Fig6){ref-type="fig"}). We calculate the vorticity as *v*(**k**) = ∇~**k**~ × ∇~**k**~*ϕ*(**k**) and integrate it over different evolution times in the Floquet system. From this analysis, we clearly identify the static vortices at the Γ and *K*′ or *K* points and the dynamical vortices, which appear and disappear in pairs and trace out a closed contour^[@CR16]^ (see Fig. [6c](#Fig6){ref-type="fig"}).Fig. 6Extracting the vorticity of the phase profiles. **a** Azimuthal phase profile *ϕ*(**k**) of the time-evolved state with the identified vortices marked by red and blue circles as a guide to the eye. **b** Vorticity of the phase profiles with the position of the vortices and anti-vortices marked by blue and red squares, respectively. While the phase profile itself is distorted for state tomography in dispersive bands, the vortices can be clearly identified and their interpretation is not compromised. **c** The time-integrated vorticity clearly shows the static vortices at the Γ and *K*′ points and the closed contour of dynamical vortices. The detuning is *δ* = −2*π* ⋅ 372 Hz; the evolution times are *t*~1~ = 0.507 ms, *t*~2~ = 0.663 ms and *t*~3~ = 0.819 ms

Mapping between Chern number and linking number {#Sec9}
-----------------------------------------------

As we show in the following, the Chern number of the underlying Hamiltonian maps to the linking number of these dynamical vortices, which counts whether this contour encloses one of the static vortices or not^[@CR15]^. The central idea is that the Chern number corresponds to the wrapping of the Bloch sphere, which can be measured by observing whether $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ contains both poles while smoothly covering the equator (see Fig. [7](#Fig7){ref-type="fig"}). The question of covering of the full sphere can be reduced to covering the two poles, because $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ is forced to point to either pole at the two Dirac points: this choice dictates the Semenoff masses of the Dirac points, which determine the Chern number. We note that the topology can be inferred by studying isolated points on the Bloch sphere, because $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ is smooth, continuous and dispersive, i.e. it smoothly spreads around the Bloch sphere^[@CR15]^. The topology of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ is entirely encoded in the vortices of this phase profile. Namely, the linking number associated with the trajectories of vortices directly corresponds to the Chern number^[@CR15],[@CR31]^. While static vortices appear at the Dirac points, where $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ points to one of the poles of the Bloch sphere, the contours of dynamical vortices correspond to those **k** where $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ points to the equator. A topologically nontrivial Hamiltonian containing both poles requires this contour to encircle a static vortex so that it has to be crossed once (or an odd number of times) between the two static vortices. The absence of a dynamical vortex contour can, therefore, be identified with a Chern number zero. Importantly, the topology is not signaled by the mere existence of a contour, but by its topological index: trivial contours that do not enclose a static vortex are explicitly possible.Fig. 7Illustration of the mapping between linking number and Chern number. **a** The inverse images of the poles on the Bloch sphere form contours in the Brillouin zone. At the Dirac points, where the Hamiltonian points to one of the poles, there is no dynamics and the state will stay at the south pole and give rise to a static vortex (green and orange dots). Where the Hamiltonian lies on the equator, the time-evolved state will reach the north pole dynamically and will give rise to a dynamic vortex. These dynamic vortices move on a contour, which is the inverse image of the equator of the Bloch sphere (gray line). The Chern number of the Hamiltonian can be inferred from the linking number of the contour: if the dynamic vortex contour encloses one of the static vortices, then both static vortices correspond to opposite poles so that the Hamiltonian is topologically nontrivial. This can be seen by following the dynamics along a path connecting the two Dirac points (dashed line). In the depicted case, the Chern number is 1. **b** Same as (**a**), but for the case of a Chern number 0

Note that the argument can be formulated in a more general framework by considering the inverse images of any two orthogonal vectors on the Bloch sphere^[@CR15]^. The Chern number then maps onto the linking number of the two trajectories in the space spanned by *k*~*x*~, *k*~*y*~ and time (compare Fig. [1](#Fig1){ref-type="fig"}) and can be related to a Hopf invariant. Such a linking number characterizing a Hopf insulator was recently observed in a quantum simulation using a nitrogen vacancy center^[@CR37]^. This more general picture of two contours in a three-dimensional space, which can link, is the reason for the term linking number, which we also use here when looking at the projection onto the *k*~*x*~, *k*~*y*~ plane.

The arguments can also be extended to large Chern numbers \|*C*\| \> 1. This situation would correspond either to multiple pairs of static vortices that are (individually or jointly) encircled by a dynamical vortex contour or to multiply charged static vortices (defined by multiple phase windings) encircled by a dynamical vortex contour. Large Chern numbers \|*C*\| \> 1 can, e.g., appear for strong third-neighbor hopping terms in the N3 Haldane model giving rise to additional satellite Dirac points^[@CR38]--[@CR40]^. In driven hexagonal lattices, this can occur when the next-neighbor tunneling is renormalized close to zero^[@CR41]^.

Measurement of the topological phase diagram {#Sec10}
--------------------------------------------

As a central result, we use the relation between the linking number and the Chern number to experimentally map out the topological phase transition of the effective Hamiltonian. Figure [8a](#Fig8){ref-type="fig"} shows data of the time-integrated vorticity for different quenches into Chern 0 and Chern 1 areas of the phase diagram (different detunings of the lattice shaking). While the static vortices at the Γ and *K*′ points are visible in all data sets, one clearly recognizes additional vortex contours in the data sets for near-resonant shaking. We easily count the linking number of these contours and thereby obtain the Chern number of the final Hamiltonian. With respect to the detuning *δ*, we obtain the phase diagram shown in Fig. [8b](#Fig8){ref-type="fig"}. It features a topologically non-trivial region with Chern number 1 for a finite interval of detunings (corresponding to small values of Δ^eff^) surrounded by topologically trivial regions. The measured Chern number agrees well with the theoretical prediction obtained from a numerical simulation (see Methods). While the phase data gets noisier for long evolution times, possibly leading to additional fake vortices in the data evaluation, this does not cause a problem, because they do not describe closed contours around static vortices and will therefore not contribute to the linking number. This topological quantity is protected against noise. However, the vortices in Fig. [8a](#Fig8){ref-type="fig"} (iii) at long evolution times (light hue) are mostly not due to noise, but to the coherent dynamics, which allows additional vortices to appear.Fig. 8Mapping out the topological phase diagram using the linking number. **a** Original data of the observed vortices summed over all time steps (red dot: positive chirality, blue dot: negative chirality; the hue indicates the time step where the vortex was present). The hexagon marks the first Brillouin zone. The dynamical vortex contours are highlighted by a guide-to-the-eye (gray line). **b** The Chern number is obtained from the linking number of these dynamical vortex contours (or the absence of a contour) and plotted for various shaking detunings (cut through the phase diagram corresponding to the gray line in Fig. [3](#Fig3){ref-type="fig"}). The region with non-trivial Chern number agrees well with the prediction from a full numerical calculation (solid line). **c** Calculated Floquet bands for various detunings illustrating the closing of the Dirac points at the topological phase transitions

Extracting the sign of the Chern number {#Sec11}
---------------------------------------

The sign of the Chern number can be obtained from an analysis of the chiralities of the observed vortices and their direction of motion (see Fig. [9](#Fig9){ref-type="fig"}) (compare ref. ^[@CR15]^). We can define a chirality *χ*~d~ of the dynamical vortex contour from the direction in which the dynamical vortices of positive chirality move. The sign of the linking number can then be defined as the product---*χ*~d~*χ*~s~ with *χ*~s~ denoting the chirality of the enclosed static vortex. From this sign, one directly obtains the sign of the Chern number of the lower Bloch band (see Methods). Figure [9](#Fig9){ref-type="fig"} shows time-resolved vortex data for two different directions of the circular lattice shaking, which leads to Chern numbers of opposite sign. While the chirality of the vortex contour is the same in both cases, the chirality of the enclosed vortex changes with the driving direction, directly indicating the opposite sign of the Chern number.Fig. 9Sign of the linking number. **a** Vortex data in the non-trivial regime (shaking phase of *π*/2 and shaking detuning of *δ*/2*π* = −372 Hz). The first subfigure shows the time-integrated data, while the other sub figures show successive stroboscopic time steps *t*~1~ = 13⋅*T*/4, *t*~2~= 17⋅*T*/4, *t*~3~ = 21⋅*T*/4 after the quench, where *T* is the driving period. The arrows mark the direction of motion of the respective vortices. The vortex contour has a positive chirality, while the enclosed static vortex has a negative chirality, revealing the Chern number +1 (see text). **b**, Reverse shaking (gray point in Fig. [3](#Fig3){ref-type="fig"}) for *δ*/2*π* = −359 Hz and for time steps *t*~1~ = 14⋅*T*/4, *t*~2~  = 18⋅*T*/4, *t*~3~ = 22⋅*T*/4 after the quench. The chirality of the enclosed vortex is now inverted and the Chern number is −1

Measurement of the micromotion {#Sec12}
------------------------------

In order to get a better resolution of the vortex dynamics, we measure the dynamics in steps of a quarter of the driving period *T* = 2*π*/*ω* = 156 μs. We thus sample the micromotion of the Floquet system^[@CR22]--[@CR24],[@CR42]^. Because the micromotion of the vortex positions is small compared to the contours of their trajectories in our case (see Methods), it has no influence on the measurement of the Chern number.

In Fig. [10](#Fig10){ref-type="fig"} we evaluate the micromotion of the static Dirac points in the experimental data. We find an approximately circular motion with the driving frequency or multiples of it as predicted by the derivation presented in the Methods. As expected from the scaling of the micromotion with $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$J_{AB}/(\hbar \omega )$$\end{document}$ which is on the order of \~0.1, the amplitude of the micromotion is very small (few percent of the lattice vector length \|**b**\|) and does not affect the measurement of the topology of the system.Fig. 10Micromotion of the static Dirac points. Position of the static vortices for the observed time steps (multiples of 39 *μ*s, driving period *T* is four time steps). **a** Static vortex at the Γ point. **b** Static vortex at one of the *K*′ points. The *k*~*x*~ position is shifted by + 0.2\|**b**\| in **a** and + 0.7\|**b**\| in **b** for better visibility. The motion is approximately circular with the *k*~*x*~ direction (blue points) being out of phase with the *k*~*y*~ direction (orange points). The vortex at the Γ point moves dominantly with the driving frequency. The vortex at the *K* point moves dominantly at twice the driving frequency. The lines show fits as a guide to the eye with the periods fixed at *T* and *T*/2, respectively. Both amplitudes are very small (few percent of the lattice vector length \|**b**\|). The positions are determined to the precision of a single pixel of the images, which corresponds to 0.018\|**b**\|. The detuning is *δ*/2*π* = −478 Hz

Discussion {#Sec13}
==========

In summary, we found experimental evidence that the Chern number, which characterizes topologically non-trivial properties of insulating equilibrium states of a quantum system, determines also properties of its dynamics far away from equilibrium. Namely, we observed that it directly corresponds to the linking number of the trajectories of **k**-space vortices that emerge after a strong quench. Furthermore, we measured the instantaneous Chern number of the time-evolved state and found that it indeed remains zero under the unitary dynamics. We also identified the sign of the linking number from the chiralities of the vortices and their direction of motion. We show that state tomography yields the correct topological properties also for measurements in dispersive bands, which allows for broader non-trivial regions.

It is an interesting question in how far such a correspondence between topological properties in equilibrium and far from equilibrium can be generalized to other topological indices, such as, e.g., the W3 winding number characterizing Floquet topological phases^[@CR43],[@CR44]^, to multi-band systems^[@CR45]^, or to strongly interacting systems. Our experiments present a direct measurement and visualization of a topological index as opposed to the usual approach of infering the topology from the quantization of a response, e.g., the Hall conductance^[@CR13]^ or circular dichroism^[@CR14]^.

Methods {#Sec14}
=======

System preparation {#Sec15}
------------------

The experiments start with an ultracold cloud of about 3 × 10^5^ spin-polarized ^40^K atoms in the *F* = 9/2, *m*~*F*~ = 9/2 state. We linearly ramp up the hexagonal optical lattice in 10 ms and hold for another 5 ms before switching on the lattice shaking. In the direction orthogonal to the hexagonal lattice, the sample is harmonically confined, i.e. realizing a lattice of tubes. The lattice is formed by the interference of three laser beams of wavelength *λ*~*L*~ = 1064 nm and we introduce an *AB*-offset by polarization control of the beams^[@CR8]^. We image the sample on a CCD camera after 21 ms of time-of-flight expansion, which leads to a magnification where one lattice vector length \|**b**\| corresponds to 56 pixel. The state tomography uses 32 time steps of 8 *μ*s and a sinusoidal fit including an exponential damping (see Fig. [4](#Fig4){ref-type="fig"}).

Exact numerical simulation of the driven lattice {#Sec16}
------------------------------------------------

To obtain the tight-binding description of our lattice, we start from the known lattice geometry fixed by the polarization of the lattice beams (linear polarization tilted 9° out of the lattice plane, with a relative phase of the in-plane and out-of-plane polarization of 0, 2*π*/3, and 4*π*/3 for the three beams). We calculate the exact band structure for this geometry and different lattice depths *V*~0~. To determine a precise value of the lattice depth, we use the band distance data of the bare lattice from the state tomography and fit the exact band structure to it (see Supplementary Fig. [1](#MOESM1){ref-type="media"} and Supplementary Note [1](#MOESM1){ref-type="media"}). In this way, we compensate for small drifts of the lattice depth. We then fit a tight-binding model to the exact band structure and obtain Δ~*AB*~, *J*~*AB*~, *J*~*AA*~, and *J*~*BB*~. The values of *J*~*AA*~/*h* are in the range of 80--115 Hz and *J*~*BB*~/*h* in the range of −2 to −6 Hz. For the comparison with the effective Hamiltonian the small *J*~*AA*~ and *J*~*BB*~ are neglected.

We compare our data to exact numerics of the driven tight-binding model (Figs. [3](#Fig3){ref-type="fig"} and [8](#Fig8){ref-type="fig"}). In this calculation, the time evolution operator $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat U(t,0)$$\end{document}$ is calculated via time slicing as a product of time evolution operators for constant Hamiltonians (compare ref. ^[@CR8]^). This method works for any evolution time *t* including sub-stroboscopic time steps, where the micromotion is automatically taken into account. It depends on the initial phase of the shaking, which we set to zero as in the experiment. To obtain a prediction for the dynamical vortex contours, we calculate the overlap of the time-evolved state $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$|\psi (t)\rangle = \hat U(t,0)|\psi (0)\rangle$$\end{document}$ with the initial state \|*ψ*(0)〉 and count momenta where this overlap is below a threshold of 0.02. This procedure finds the momenta, where the dynamical vortices are expected taking the non-flatness of bands into account, while the finite threshold is due to the numerical implementation. In the last column of Supplementary Fig. [1](#MOESM1){ref-type="media"}, these numerical data are summed up for all time steps (using a resolution of eight-time steps per driving period, in order to better resolve the contours). The phase diagrams in Figs. [3](#Fig3){ref-type="fig"} and [8](#Fig8){ref-type="fig"} are obtained from this exact numerics and the Chern number is calculated as the integral of the Berry curvature. The non-integer values from the calculation on a finite grid in momentum space are removed by setting the Chern number to zero or one based on a threshold of 0.5.

Tight-binding description {#Sec17}
-------------------------

We consider a system of spinless fermions in a hexagonal lattice with sublattice offset $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\mathrm{\Delta }} = \nu \hbar \omega + \hbar \delta$$\end{document}$ that is near-resonantly driven by a circular force $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\mathbf{F}}(t) = - F[{\mathrm{cos}}(\omega t)\widehat {\mathbf{e}}_x + {\mathrm{sin}}(\omega t)\widehat {\mathbf{e}}_y]$$\end{document}$ \[See Fig. [2b](#Fig2){ref-type="fig"}\]. Here *ν* is an integer and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hbar \delta \ll \hbar \omega$$\end{document}$ the detuning. (Our experiment is described by *ν* = 1, whereas the case *ν* = 0 captures the Floquet topological insulator proposed in ref. ^[@CR26]^, which was realized both with optical wave guides^[@CR27]^ and in an optical lattice experiment^[@CR46]^). In general, the system is described by the Hubbard Hamiltonian$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\ell$$\end{document}$ lies in sublattice *B* and zero otherwise. Since we do not consider any bare next-nearest-neighbor hopping, here we have dropped the subscript indices used in the main text (*J* ≡ *J*~*AB*~ and Δ ≡ Δ~*AB*~) in order to make the notation simpler. The force **F**(*t*) is an inertial force created by moving the lattice along a circular orbit in space, so that the Hamiltonian describes the system in the reference frame co-moving with the lattice.
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The transformation preserves the periodic time dependence of the Hamiltonian and removes large energy offsets of order $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Effective Hamiltonian {#Sec18}
---------------------

In order to compute the effective Hamiltonian, we will keep the two leading terms of the high-frequency expansion^[@CR24]^,$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\cal{J}}_n(x)$$\end{document}$ is an ordinary Bessel function of the first kind.
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                \begin{document}$$\langle \langle \ell^{\prime}\ell \rangle \rangle$$\end{document}$ denote pairs of next-nearest neighbors. The effective nearest-neighbor tunneling matrix elements,$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Comparison of models with and without initial offset {#Sec19}
----------------------------------------------------

There is a fundamental difference between the case *ν* ≠ 0; corresponding to our experiment with *ν* = 1, and the experiments with the case *ν* = 0 described in refs. ^[@CR27],[@CR46]^. For *ν* = 0, nearest-neighbor tunneling is present already in the undriven system and second-order next-nearest neighbor tunneling is a driving induced process. Conversely, for *ν* ≠ 0 nearest-neighbor tunneling has to be induced by the driving (since it is off-resonant in the undriven lattice), while second-order next-nearest-neighbor tunneling occurs already in the undriven system. This fact is reflected in the behavior of the effective tunneling matrix elements in the limit of small driving strength *α*, where we have$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\cal{J}}_n(x) = \frac{1}{{|n|!}}[{\mathrm{sgn}}(n)x/2]^{|n|} + {\cal{O}}(x^{|n| + 2})$$\end{document}$. The opposite sign of the effective next-nearest- neighbor tunneling on the two sublattices arises from the opposite sign of the offset to the intermediate state in the superexchange process. This difference between the cases *ν* = 0 and *ν* = 1 has two major consequences. The first one is related to the fact that the Peierls phases appear at the driving induced tunneling matrix elements. For *ν* = 0, the effective next-nearest neighbor tunneling matrix elements are complex, corresponding to the configuration of the Haldane model^[@CR47]^. In our case, for *ν* = 1, instead the *nearest-neighbor* tunneling matrix elements acquire a phase. While the model can still be mapped to the Haldane model via a gauge transformation, this implies that one of the Dirac cones is shifted from one of the *K* points at the corner of the first Brillouin zone to the Γ point at its center. The second consequence is more important: The topologically non-trivial properties of the effective Hamiltonian emerge from the interplay between nearest-neighbor tunneling processes on the one hand and next-nearest-neighbors tunneling processes on the other. If the energy scale of one of these processes is much smaller than that of the other one, the topological band gap will be of the order of this smaller energy scale. For *ν* = 0 the next-nearest neighbor tunneling matrix elements, which are suppressed already by a factor of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$J/(\hbar \omega )$$\end{document}$ with respect to nearest-neighbor tunneling, scale only quadratically with the driving amplitude *α*, so that for not too strong driving the band gap scales like $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$J^2/(\hbar \omega )$$\end{document}$ for larger driving strength (as long as *α* ≤ 1). This suggests that the case *ν* = 1 is favorable for the realization of robust topological band structures. Indeed, the width of the region with non-trivial Chern number is 100 Hz in ref. ^[@CR46]^, but 500 Hz in this work. However, in an implementation with an inhomogeneous lattice, where the resonance condition of the global shaking varies across the sample, the ratio of the width of the non-trivial region to the driving frequency is also relevant.

Effective Hamiltonian in quasimomentum representation {#Sec20}
-----------------------------------------------------

It is instructive to express the effective Hamiltonian given in Eq. ([16](#Equ16){ref-type=""}) in quasimomentum representation,$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Micromotion {#Sec21}
-----------

In order to describe the influence of the periodic micromotion described by $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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This correction is of the same origin as the effective next-nearest neighbor tunneling terms in the effective Hamiltonian. In leading order with respect to the driving amplitude, the coefficients read $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Here, *g*~*x*~ (**k**,*t*) = Re (*g* (**k**,*t*)) and *g*~*y*~ (**k**,*t*) = Im (*g*(**k**,*t*)), with $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$g_{\langle \ell^{\prime}\ell \rangle }(t)$$\end{document}$ for processes connecting an *A* site $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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For small driving amplitudes *α*, the leading contribution stems from the *m* = −1 term. Neglecting all other terms, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat U_{\mathrm{F}}(t)$$\end{document}$ describes a rotation in pseudospin, by a **k**-dependent angle $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\sim J/(\hbar \omega )$$\end{document}$ around an axis in the *xy*-plane that itself rotates around the *z*-axis with angular velocity *ω* and **k**-dependent phase. Increasing *α*, however, for $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\alpha \simeq 1$$\end{document}$ both the *m* = −2 term and the *m* = 1 term become relevant so that also higher harmonics of the driving frequency will make themselves felt in the micromotion described by $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\hat U_{\mathrm{F}}(t)$$\end{document}$.

Apart from the real-space micromotion described by $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat U(t) = \hat U_{{\mathrm{shift}}}(t)\hat U_{{\mathrm{rot}}}(t)$$\end{document}$ back to the original lattice frame of reference. It describes a phase rotation between different lattice sites, which corresponds to both a shift in quasimomentum and a rotation around the z-axis of the sublattice pseudospin. Moreover, there is another effect. In order to predict the dynamics observed in the experiment, we also have to consider the experimental protocol, where lattice shaking is switched on at time *t*~0~ and switched off again at the measurement time *t*. The shaking is performed in such a way that the relative lattice position $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\Delta x = F/(M\omega ^2)$$\end{document}$ and atomic mass *M*. Accordingly the lattice velocity $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\mathbf{F}}_{{\mathrm{inert}}}(t + t\prime ) = - M{\ddot{\mathbf{x}}}(t + t\prime )$$\end{document}$ induced in the lattice frame of reference, which is given by $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$${\mathbf{F}}(t + t\prime ) = - M\mathop {{\mathbf{\xi }}}\limits^{..} (t + t\prime )$$\end{document}$ between *t*~0~ and *t* and vanishes before and after that, possesses also a contribution $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat H^{\mathrm{t}}$$\end{document}$ denotes the static tomography Hamiltonian describing the system for times *t*′ \> 0 and where the state to be measured is given by $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Thus, the full micromotion, as it can be observed in the experiment is described by$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat H^{{\mathrm{t}}\prime } = \hat U_{{\mathrm{micro}}}^\dagger (t)\hat H^{\mathrm{t}}\hat U_{{\mathrm{micro}}}(t)$$\end{document}$, it is now clear that these tomography and initial Hamiltonians are equal to each other only for tomography times *t* = *t*~0~ + *nT* with integer *n*. For any other sub-stroboscopic time steps, the tomography Hamiltonian will not be parallel to the initial Hamiltonian on the Bloch sphere. In Fig. [4a](#Fig4){ref-type="fig"} of the main text, we omit these contributions due to the micromotion and just aim to illustrate the experimental procedure.
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                \begin{document}$$\hat H^{\mathrm{t}}$$\end{document}$ is represented by a quasimomentum-dependent vector **h**^t^(**k**) playing the role of a magnetic field with respect to the sublattice pseudospin and the state \|*ψ*(*t*)〉 is represented by a quasimomentum-dependent unit vector *ψ*(*t*) denoting a point on the Bloch sphere of that pseudospin. The positions of the measured vortices correspond to those points in **k**-space, where both vectors are parallel (or antiparallel). Thus, as long as **h**^t^(**k**) points to the south (or north) pole everywhere, the pseudospin rotation $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Sign of the linking number {#Sec22}
--------------------------

We determine the sign of the linking number by comparing the relative chirality of the static (*χ*~s~) and dynamic vortices (*χ*~d~), i.e. the total sign is set by *χ*~s~*χ*~d~. The chirality of the dynamic vortex contour is given by the multiplication of the chirality of a vortex (or an antivortex) *χ*~v~ and the chirality of the path that it travels *χ*~p~. Since the dynamic vortex contour is the inverse image of the equator of the Bloch sphere, the direction of the motion is set by the gradient of the Hamiltonian \|**h**(**k**~v~)\| at the equator. This direction can be reversed by modifying the magnitude of the gap parameter \|**h**(**k**~v~)\|, without closing the gap at the Dirac point itself, i.e., without changing the chirality of the static vortex at the Dirac point. In the following, we show that changing the gradient of the Hamiltonian at the equator also converts the vortices into antivortices, hence, preserves the chirality *χ*~d~ and with that also the sign of the linking number. This means that the chirality of the dynamic vortex contour *χ*~d~ reflects indeed the topology of the Hamiltonian and cannot be changed by topologically trivial deformations of the energy band. Our definitions are inspired by a related argument in ref. ^[@CR15]^.

The state of the system *ψ*(**k**,*t*) is given by Eq. ([5](#Equ5){ref-type=""}) for *θ*(**k**,*t*) and *ϕ*(**k**,*t*). The initial state points to the south pole for all **k**, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{h}}^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ lies on the equator, so that for *α*(**k**,*t*~*n*~) = *nπ* and **ψ**(**k**,*t*~*n*~) points to the north (south) pole for odd (even) integers *n*, where *t*~*n*~ = *nπ*/2\|**h**^f^(**k**)\|. In the following, we will focus on the case *n* = 1, where a dynamic vortex is found at time *t*~1~(**k**). The condition *α*(**k**,*t*~*n*~) = *π* defines the trajectories of the dynamic vortices in quasimomentum **k**, corresponding to the inverse image, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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*Direction of vortex motion*. Let $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Here, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\widehat {\mathbf{e}}_{||}$$\end{document}$ is the unit vector obtained from $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\nabla _{\mathbf{k}}\hat h_z^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$ by an azimuthal rotation by *π*/2; $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\hat e_{||} = \hat R(\widehat {\mathbf{e}}_z,\pi /2)\nabla _{\mathbf{k}}\hat h_z^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}})$$\end{document}$.

*Vortex chirality*. In order to obtain the chirality of a dynamic vortex at point **k**~v~, we expand the wave function *ψ*(**k**~v~,*t* (**k**~v~)) in the vicinity of **k**~v~,$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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The chirality *χ*~v~ of a dynamical vortex is now determined by whether the azimuthal phase *ϕ*(**k**) winds in positive or negative direction while δ**k** is taken around a closed loop; $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Therefore, both the direction a vortex travels and its chirality depend on the gradient **g**(**k**~v~) of the gap at the vortex position **k**~v~. Inverting the direction of the motion requires to invert the gradient of the gap **g**~\|\|~(**k**~v~) along the line $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$${\mathbf{g}}({\mathbf{k}}_{\mathrm{v}}) \cdot {\mathbf{f}}_ \bot ({\mathbf{k}}_{\mathrm{v}}) \equiv {\mathbf{g}}_{{\mathbf{f}}_ \bot }({\mathbf{k}}_{\mathrm{v}})$$\end{document}$. Note that the unit vector $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat h_z^{\mathrm{f}}({\mathbf{k}}_{\mathrm{v}})$$\end{document}$. Thus, changing the direction of motion of the vortex without closing the gap implies that the vortex changes its chirality, which preserves the overall sign of the dynamic vortex contour *χ*~v~*χ*~p~. Hence, any deformation in the Hamiltonian that does not change the topology cannot change the observed sign of the linking number.
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